
Our topic for this week is one that has created a great deal of controversy over the years. 
It’s the controversy over whether we choose God or God chooses us. It’s the controversy 
over whether God has predetermined some for salvation or whether humans have free 
will to determine our own fate. Have you ever confronted this controversy before? 

READ ROMANS 9:1-5 
Paul’s primary concern in these chapters is for his own people, the Jews, but they have 
rejected the message of the Messiah which leads Paul to examine the deeper issues of the 
faith. Specifically, he is exploring why the Jews, with all their religious advantages, have 
rejected the Messiah, and here’s the gist of his argument: 

God’s promise of salvation is never to a category but to the individuals he chooses.
God is entirely justified in making such choices because he’s the Creator.

God must make the choice to save some because we’re all that lost.
God is also fair by offering grace to everyone equally.

However, only the “elect” will respond with faith.
And finally, the “elect” have no reason to be cocky because, after all, one reason they 

were chosen is that they might draw others to faith as well.

What do you think about the doctrine that God chooses who will be saved? 

Read Romans 9:14-29. What do these verses tell you about God? In what way should 
these verses elevate our view of God? How do they challenge our normal view of God? 

Read Romans 10:5-13. How does a person receive salvation? 

Romans 11:7 provides the link between “God chooses” and “You must believe.” 

๏ The Elect Israelites are the ones who receive what they sought. 

๏ The Israelites were seeking righteousness. 

๏ Righteousness is given by faith (Romans 3:22). 

๏ Therefore, those God chooses are those who respond in faith. 

TAKE IT HOME 
What difference should the knowledge of God’s election make in our lives? 

Considering Romans 3:22, 10:9-13, and 2 Peter 1:3-11, how should a person “confirm” his 
or her election? 

Considering Romans 10:14-17, how should a person join God in his work of “calling”? 
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